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A Study on Types and Functions of the Modifier-head Phrase,
In which the Subject-predicate Phrase Modifies the Head Noun Directly
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Abstract: Almost all of the Chinese grammar books and textbooks in talking about the
law of the Modifier-head Phrase believe that “DE” must be used when the subject-
predicate phrase modifies nouns. But this view can not be supported by the language
facts. This paper makes a detailed analyses of the types and functions of the modifier-
head phrase in which the subject-predicate phrase modifies nouns directly (below
referred as “N1V+N2”), and draws the following conclusions: a. There are a lot of
examples of “N1V+N2” in contemporary Chinese; b. “N1V+N2” can be divided into
different types and each has different semantic and functional features; c. “N1V+N2” has
diversity in syntactic function, and can be put in different syntactic position; d. The
composition of “N1V+N2” must meet certain conditions, so “N1V+N2” is not as free as
“N1V+HJ+N2” in combination; e. The three reasons why “NIV+N2” gradually
increases are: needs of semantic representation, needs of structural balance and needs of
linguistic economy; f. In textbooks about Chinese grammar and the practice of teaching
Chinese grammar, there should be objective descriptions of “N1V+N2” and the one-
sided understanding of such phrases in the past should be corrected.
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